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Factors affecting the decision to elect the mayor of Wang PhangSubdistrict

Municipality, WiangNong Long District, Lamphun Province
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to: (1) examine the level of factors influencing voters’ decisions in
selecting the Mayor of Wang Phang Subdistrict Municipality, Wiang Nong Long District, Lamphun
Province; and (2) compare personal factors—namely gender, age, marital status, educational level,
occupation, and monthly income—that affect voters’ decisions in selecting the Mayor of Wang Phang
Subdistrict Municipality, Wiang Nong Long District, Lamphun Province. The population comprised
eligible voters residing in Wang Phang Subdistrict, Wiang Nong Long District, Lamphun Province,
totaling 7,346 persons. The sample size was determined using Yamane’s formula (Yamane, 1973),
yielding 380 respondents, selected by simple random sampling. The research instrument was a
questionnaire. Statistical analyses included percentage, mean, standard deviation, independent t-
test, and one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). Differences among groups were examined using
Fisher’s Least Significant Difference (LSD) method.

The findings revealed that: (1) the overall level of factors influencing voters’ decisions in
selecting the Mayor of Wang Phang Subdistrict Municipality was at a high level. When considered by
dimension, all factors were rated at a high level. The factor with the highest mean score was
compatibility of political ideology, followed by candidates’ policies, campaign strategies, and
candidates’ personal attributes and personal relationships, respectively. (2) Hypothesis testing
indicated that personal factors related to gender, occupation, and monthly income significantly
affected voters’ decisions at the .05 level, whereas age, marital status, and educational level did not

significantly influence voters’ decisions in selecting the Mayor of Wang Phang Subdistrict Municipality.

Keywords: mayoral election decision, local government organization
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