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Factors Influencing the Decision to Pursue Vocational Certificate Education

among First-Year Students at Phayao Technical College
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ABSTRACT

The study titled factors Influencing the Decision to Enroll in the Vocational
Certificate Level among First-Year Students at Phayao Technical College aimed to identify
the factors shaping first-year students’ decisions to pursue vocational certificate studies

and to compare these factors across different demographic groups.

Data were gathered through a questionnaire administered to 235 first-year
students in the 2024 academic year 2024 . The instrument was developed using
conceptual frameworks informed by relevant theories, academic literature, and previous
research. Descriptive statistics namely percentage, mean, and standard deviation were
used to summarize the data, while inferential statistics, including the t-test and one-way

ANOVA F-test were applied to examine differences between groups.

The results showed that all five dimensions of influencing factors were rated at
a high level overall. Among these, personal reasons were the most influential, with
students preferring practical learning and choosing study fields aligned with their interests
and strengths. Career-related factors also ranked highly, reflecting students’ interest in
career advancement, ethical professional training, opportunities for self-employment,
and reputable occupations. Social factors received high-to-moderate ratings, indicating
that students valued forming new social connections, adapting to societal changes, and
preparing for potential leadership roles. Institutional factors were likewise important,
particularly the college’s environment, academic reputation, affordability, accessibility,
and available facilities. Finally, influences from related persons played a meaningful role;
although students largely made decisions on their own they were still guided to some

extent by parents or guardians relatives peers teachers and promotional activities.



Additionally, the comparison of influencing factors by demographic characteristics
specifically gender showed a statistically significant difference in overall decision making
at the .05 level. However, when individual factors were examined, no significant
differences were found in personal reasons, institutional factors, career factors, or related
persons, whereas social factors did show a statistically significant difference at the same

level.

Keywords: Personal factors, Factors Influencing the Decision, Phayao Technical College.
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