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Factors Influencing the Decision to Pursue Further Studies in the Dual Vocational Education System
of Higher Vocational Certificate (Diploma) Students at Wiang Pa Pao Technical College
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ABSTRACT

research aims to (1) study the factors influencing the decision to pursue further
education in the dual vocational education system of Higher Vocational Certificate (HVC)
students at Wiang Pa Pao Technical College, and (2) compare these factors based on
personal characteristics. The sample consists of HVC students at Wiang Pa Pao Technical
College, classified by personal factors. The research instrument used was a questionnaire
developed by the researcher based on a conceptual framework from literature review
and related studies. Statistical analysis included mean, standard deviation, and t-test.

Research Findings

1. The research findings revealed that, overall, the factors influencing the decision to
continue education in the dual vocational system were rated highly. When analyzed by aspect, it
was found that: 1) Economic and finandial factors had the most influence, as students can eam
income during their studies and have job opportunities after graduation; 2) Institutional factors were
rated highly due to the expertise and quality of teaching; 3) The curriculum was considered highly
relevant to labor market demands; 4) Public relations were effective in providing accessible and
diverse information; 5) The workplace provided direct work experience and was well-prepared; 6)
Family support and expectations for a stable career were highly influential.

2. The results of the comparison of results showed significant differences in
decision-making based on gender, with statistically significant differences at the .05 level
in all aspects except for the family factor. Regarding age, significant differences were
found only in the economic and financial aspect, with students under 20 making
decisions differently from those aged 21 and above. No significant differences were found

in terms of average monthly income for both overall and individual factors.

Keywords: Decision to pursue further education, Dual vocational system, Higher
Vocational Certificate, Wiang Pa Pao Technical College
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